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by treaty. The question of their disposal was to be post-
poned until the Congress met in Vienna. But-and this is
a factor of the utmost importance which historians have
not yet realized-the Allies had been unwilling to defer"
the most important problem until they had determined
without delay in Paris the principles along which it would
be resolved. And these principles were all definite guar-
antees given by the Allies to France and by each Ally to
the three others, that they would not abuse their victory
in Vienna any more than they had in Paris. Article 6 states
that:

Holland, placed /under the sovereignty of the House of
Orange, will receive an increase of territory. The title and exer-
cise of sovereignty over it can nowise belong to any prince
bearing, or called upon to bear, a foreign crown. The German
states will be independent and united in a Federation. Inde-
pendent Switzerland will continue to govern itself. Italy, apart
from the boundaries restored to Austria, will be composed of
sovereign states.

What is the meaning of this article? That the Allies
promised France to respect the independence of Germany,
Switzerland, and that part of Italy not restored to Austria.
In other words, that they would not expand in these
countries to the disadvantage of France, by establishing
outright or camouflaged protectorates.

Even more important were the secret articles. For ex-
ample the second. It Ttes drawn up as follows:

The possessions of His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty
in Italy will be bounded by the Rivers P6 and Ticino and
Lake Maggiore. The Ring of Sardinia will remain in possession
of his former lands, except for that part of Savoy ceded to
France by Article 3 of this treaty; he will receive the state of
Genoa as an addition to his territory. The port of Genoa will
be declared a free port, the powers reserving to themselves
the right to make arrangements with the King of Sardinia
regarding this matter. France, in conjunction with the allied
powers, will recognize and guarantee the political organization